A   CALL  TO   YOUTH	v	153
As father of, you might say, many boys and girls,
you might almost say of thousands of boys and girls, I
want to tell you, boys, that after all you hold your des-
tiny in your own hands. I do not care what you learn
or what you do not learn in your school, if you will
observe two conditions. One condition is that you must
be fearlessly truthful against the heaviest odds under
every circumstance imaginable. A truthful boy, a brave
boy will never think of hurting even a fly. He will
defend all the weak boys in his school and help, whether
inside school or outside, all those who need his help. A
boy who does not observe personal purity of mind and
body and action is a boy who should be driven out of
any school. A chivalrous boy would always keep his
mind pure, his eyes straight and his hands unpolluted.
You do not need to go to any school to learn these
fundamental maxims of life, and if you will have this
triple character with you, you will build on a solid
foundation.
With Gandhiji in Ceylon, p. 109
We are inheritors of a rural civilization. The vast-
ness of our country, the vastness of the population, the
situation and the climate of the country have, in my
opinion, destined it for a rural civilization. Its defects
are well known, but not one of them is irremediable.
To uproot it and substitute for it an urban civilization,
seems to me an impossibility, unless we are prepared
by some drastic means to reduce the population from
three hundred million to three or say even thirty. I can
therefore suggest remedies on the assumption that we
must perpetuate the present rural civilization and
endeavour to rid it of its acknowledged defects. This
can only be done if the youth of the country will settle

